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Gaelle Berg, MPS World Languages Curriculum Specialist
World Language – Level Three – High School
Depending on which MPS high school they attend, students can choose to learn Arabic, Chinese, French, German, Japanese, Latin, Ojibwe, and Spanish. Students with previous learning in the language can place into Level Three or higher with teacher recommendation. This generic course description will vary depending on the structure and culture of the language.  
Standards Achieved: 
Students continue to develop language proficiency and enhance their understanding of the target cultures as they: 
	reinforce and expand vocabulary and language structures; 

engage in conversations, interpret, and present information and ideas on familiar, real-world topics in context; 
make connections through language study with other subjects  
	compare the language and culture studied to their own; 

examine cultural practices, products and perspectives; 
	expand language learning strategies.
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Students will be able to:  
Comprehend high frequency and more sophisticated phrases and vocabulary in context;
	Speak, read, and write with using high frequency and more sophisticated vocabulary and structures for a variety of familiar, real world topics and culturally appropriate situations; 
Make connections with other subjects such as geography, politics, arts, math, and science; 
	Compare the language and culture studied to their own; 

Examine the unique and interesting perspectives, practices, and products of the cultures studied;
Expand use of language learning strategies to aid communication.
Sample Essential Questions:
How can I use what I already know to help me understand and communicate?
	How do we perceive ourselves? How do others perceive us?
	What does one gain from traveling, working, or studying abroad?
Sample topics: traveling, school year, daily tasks
Sample assessments: 
Ask and answer simple questions about self, friends, and family, give advice
Identify people and things from a description.
Write short lists, notes, directions and sentences.
Listen to and read a familiar short story and show understanding.
Retell a short story through writing or speaking in the language. 
Identify and compare cultural customs
Put a list of tasks in order 
Students will be able to:
Comprehend high frequency and more sophisticated phrases and vocabulary in context;
	Speak, read, and write with using high frequency and more sophisticated vocabulary and structures for a variety of familiar, real world topics and culturally appropriate situations;
Make connections with other subjects such as geography, politics, arts, math, and science;
	Compare the language and culture studied to their own; 

Examine the unique and interesting perspectives, practices, and products of the cultures studied;
Expand use of language learning strategies to aid communication.
Sample Essential Questions:
Why are cultural traditions important?
What is the significance of typical cultural activities and traditions of the target culture?
How are languages and politics connected?
Sample topics: geography, music, emotions, cultural celebrations
Sample assessments: 
Read a short story and answer questions to show understanding.
Understand key words and main idea in short readings.
Talk about, ask and answer simple questions about feelings and activities.
Create and record a conversation
Listen to and read a familiar short story and show understanding.
Retell a familiar short story through writing or speaking in the language. 
Identify and compare cultural customs
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Students will be able to:
Comprehend high frequency and more sophisticated phrases and vocabulary in context;
	Speak, read, and write with using high frequency and more sophisticated vocabulary and structures for a variety of familiar, real world topics and culturally appropriate situations; 
Make connections with other subjects such as geography, politics, arts, math, and science;
	Compare the language and culture studied to their own; 

Examine the unique and interesting perspectives, practices, and products of the cultures studied;
Expand use of language learning strategies to aid communication.
Sample Essential Questions: 
How do homes reflect geography and climate?
What are some historical or contemporary influences from other culture that impact my own culture in the world today?
How do we prepare our children and grandchildren for life in a global society?

Sample topics: past actions, daily habits, self-care, typical day, history, commands, writing a correct letter, 
Samples of assignments and assessments:
Write a short letter or postcard
Read a short story and answer questions to show understanding.
Retell a short story through writing or speaking in the target language. 
Identify and compare cultural customs
Write a journal entry about a typical day
Students will be able to:
Comprehend high frequency and more sophisticated phrases and vocabulary in context;
	Speak, read, and write with using high frequency and more sophisticated vocabulary and structures for a variety of familiar, real world topics and culturally appropriate situations;
Make connections with other subjects such as geography, politics, arts, math, and science; 
	Compare the language and culture studied to their own; 

Examine the unique and interesting perspectives, practices, and products of the cultures studied;
Expand use of language learning strategies to aid communication.
 Sample Essential Questions:
How does participating in sports build our character?
Is competition constructive or destructive?
How does colonization impact culture?
Sample topics: opinions, health and fitness, history, imperatives/giving advice, comparing things
Samples of assignments and assessments:
Make requests about and give directions to a place. 
Identify places and cultural sites from a description.
Write and illustrate a travel brochure.
Read a short story and answer questions to show understanding.
Retell a short story through writing or speaking in the target language. 
Identify and compare cultural customs
Write a survey and give advice
Design an exercise program


